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agreed to; and that the motions to re-
consider be considered made and laid 
upon the table. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The committee-reported amendment 
to the preamble was agreed to. 

The preamble, as amended, was 
agreed to. 

The resolution, with its preamble, as 
amended, was agreed to as follows: 

S. RES. 511 
Whereas access to vaccines and routine im-

munizations can protect children from dead-
ly but preventable diseases, reduce poverty, 
and contribute to economic growth by ena-
bling people to live longer, healthier, and 
more productive lives; 

Whereas investments in the development 
and deployment of vaccines and immuniza-
tions can also help enhance global health se-
curity by reducing the incidence of deadly 
and debilitating diseases and containing the 
spread of infectious diseases before they be-
come pandemic health threats; 

Whereas, prior to 2000, resources for and 
access to vaccines for children in the devel-
oping world were declining, immunization 
rates were stagnant or decreasing, and near-
ly 10,000,000 children were dying each year 
before reaching their 5th birthday; 

Whereas, prior to 2000, it was common for 
new life-saving vaccines to take up to 15 
years to be introduced in the world’s least 
developed countries; 

Whereas, in 2000, the United States Gov-
ernment joined forces with the Bill & 
Melinda Gates Foundation, the United Na-
tions Children’s Fund (UNICEF), the World 
Health Organization, the World Bank, other 
donor governments, and representatives of 
developing countries, faith-based organiza-
tions, civil society, and the private sector, 
including the vaccine industry, to create the 
Global Alliance for Vaccines and Immuniza-
tion (now known as GAVI or GAVI, the Vac-
cine Alliance), a public-private partnership 
to expand access to new and underused vac-
cines, reduce the incidence of deadly and de-
bilitating diseases, prevent epidemics, and 
save lives; 

Whereas GAVI has since supported coun-
try-led vaccine initiatives in 73 countries, 
enabled immunizations for more than 
760,000,000 of the world’s most vulnerable 
children, helped avert an estimated 13,000,000 
deaths, and contributed to a 70-percent re-
duction in the number of deaths due to vac-
cine-preventable diseases; 

Whereas country ownership and sustain-
ability are at the core of the GAVI model, 
which requires each eligible country to com-
mit their own domestic resources to vaccina-
tion and immunization programs; 

Whereas 15 countries have transitioned 
from GAVI support and are now self-financ-
ing their own vaccination and immunization 
programs, 3 more are expected to transition 
by the end of 2020, and an additional 10 coun-
tries are expected to transition by 2025 (in 
total, 40 percent of the original set of GAVI- 
eligible countries); 

Whereas GAVI has transformed the market 
for vaccines by pooling demand from devel-
oping countries, securing predictable financ-
ing, expanding the global supplier base, en-
hancing the competitiveness and security of 
supply chains, and creating efficiencies that 
are expected to generate an estimated 
$900,000,000 in savings between 2021 and 2025; 

Whereas, in addition to its current port-
folio of vaccines, GAVI is working to support 
the roll-out and scale-up of newly approved 
vaccines for diphtheria, tetanus and per-
tussis (DTP) boosters, hepatitis B birth dose, 
multivalent meningococcal, respiratory 
syncytia (RSV), routine oral cholera, and ra-
bies; 

Whereas GAVI also collaborates with the 
Global Polio Eradication Initiative to bring 
polio vaccines into routine immunization 
programs, strengthen health systems, and 
implement additional polio protections; 

Whereas GAVI has made significant 
progress in supporting the development and 
stockpiling of an effective vaccine to combat 
Ebola; 

Whereas GAVI is participating in efforts to 
test and implement an effective vaccine to 
prevent malaria, a disease that kills more 
than 270,000 children a year; 

Whereas GAVI is already helping countries 
maintain life-saving immunization programs 
in the midst of the ongoing COVID–19 pan-
demic to prevent multiple outbreaks and fur-
ther loss of life from vaccine-preventable dis-
eases; 

Whereas GAVI also is working to help 
countries meet the threat of COVID–19 by 
providing vital resources, training, and sup-
plies to help protect health workers and ex-
pand access to diagnostic testing; 

Whereas GAVI will play a critical role in 
helping to rebuild immunization systems so 
that once the immediate crisis is over, 
catch-up immunization campaigns can begin 
and COVID–19 vaccines can be introduced; 

Whereas, in April 2020, GAVI joined the Ac-
cess to COVID–19 Tools Accelerator, a col-
laboration of global health organizations 
aimed at accelerating development, produc-
tion, and equitable access to new COVID–19 
technologies, serving as the co-lead of the 
vaccines work stream within the initiative; 

Whereas, on June 4, 2020, the United King-
dom will host an online virtual Global Vac-
cine Summit, GAVI’s third replenishment 
conference, with an ambitious goal to raise 
$7,400,000,000 in new donor commitments; 

Whereas, with these additional resources, 
GAVI plans to support the immunization of 
300,000,000 children against potentially fatal 
diseases and save an additional 7,000,000 to 
8,000,000 lives between 2021 and 2025; and 

Whereas the United States has been a lead-
ing supporter of GAVI since its inception, 
and its continued commitment will be essen-
tial to the achievement of the alliance’s 
goals for 2021 through 2025: Now, therefore, 
be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) commends the work of GAVI and its 

partners for their efforts to expand access to 
vaccines and immunizations for the most 
vulnerable men, women, and children in de-
veloping countries; 

(2) affirms the continued support of the 
United States Government for GAVI as an 
efficient and effective mechanism to advance 
global health security and save lives by— 

(A) reducing the incidence of deadly and 
debilitating diseases; 

(B) leveraging donor, partner country, and 
private sector investments in health systems 
capable of sustainably delivering vaccines 
and immunizations; and 

(C) reducing the cost of vaccines while pro-
moting supply chain security and sustain-
ability; 

(3) affirms the support of the United States 
Government for the goal of securing at least 
$7,400,000,000 in donor commitments for 
GAVI’s third replenishment conference, to be 
held on June 4, 2020, hosted by the United 
Kingdom; 

(4) urges donor countries and private sec-
tor partners to step up the fight against vac-
cine-preventable deaths and increase their 
pledges for the third replenishment con-
ference; 

(5) urges GAVI partner countries to con-
tinue to make and meet ambitious co-financ-
ing commitments to sustain progress in end-
ing vaccine-preventable deaths; and 

(6) encourages the United States Agency 
for International Development (USAID) and 
the Centers for Disease Control and Preven-

tion, in cooperation with GAVI, to continue 
their work to strengthen public health ca-
pacity to introduce and sustain the use of 
new and underused vaccines in routine im-
munization programs. 

f 

EXPRESSING THE SENSE OF THE 
SENATE THAT THE UNITED 
STATES SHOULD CONTINUE TO 
SUPPORT THE PEOPLE OF NICA-
RAGUA IN THEIR PEACEFUL EF-
FORTS TO PROMOTE THE RES-
TORATION OF DEMOCRACY AND 
THE DEFENSE OF HUMAN 
RIGHTS, AND USE THE TOOLS 
UNDER UNITED STATES LAW TO 
INCREASE POLITICAL AND ECO-
NOMIC PRESSURE ON THE GOV-
ERNMENT OF DANIEL ORTEGA 

Mr. GARDNER. Madam President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to the consideration of Cal-
endar No. 471, S. Res. 525. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the resolution by 
title. 

The bill clerk read as follows: 
A resolution (S. Res. 525) expressing the 

sense of the Senate that the United States 
should continue to support the people of 
Nicaragua in their peaceful efforts to pro-
mote the restoration of democracy and the 
defense of human rights, and use the tools 
under United States law to increase political 
and economic pressure on the government of 
Daniel Ortega. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the resolution, 
which had been reported from the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations, with 
amendments and an amendment to the 
preamble, as follows: 

(The parts of the resolution intended 
to be stricken are shown in boldface 
brackets and the parts of the resolu-
tion intended to be inserted are shown 
in italics. 

(The part of the preamble intended to 
be inserted is shown in italic.) 

S. RES. 525 
Whereas the government of Daniel Ortega 

has concentrated power and brought about 
the progressive deterioration of democratic 
conditions in Nicaragua; 

Whereas recent elections in Nicaragua, in-
cluding the 2016 presidential election, have 
been marred by irregularities and character-
ized by significant restrictions on the par-
ticipation of opposition political parties and 
the absence of credible international and 
local electoral observers; 

Whereas Nicaraguan security forces, para-
military, police, and other actors working 
under the direction of the Ortega regime 
committed gross violations of human rights 
and acts of repression, resulting in more 
than 325 deaths, over 2,000 injuries, and at 
least 800 arbitrary detentions during the 
peaceful protests that took place in 2018, ac-
cording to the Organization of American 
States; 

Whereas a report by the Interdisciplinary 
Group of Independent Experts, appointed by 
the Organization of American States Inter- 
American Commission on Human Rights, de-
termined that the Ortega regime used delib-
erate, lethal force against protesters and 
committed acts of torture that meet the 
international legal standard of crimes 
against humanity; 
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Whereas an estimated 82,000 Nicaraguans 

fled the country between April 2018 and Octo-
ber 2019, according to the United Nations 
High Commissioner for Refugees; 

Whereas the Government and people of 
Costa Rica have graciously accepted nearly 
70,000 Nicaraguans, including enrolling chil-
dren in public primary schools, allowing ac-
cess to legal employment, and making ef-
forts to strengthen the capacity of Costa 
Rica’s asylum system; 

Whereas the Ortega government failed to 
comply with its commitment to release all 
political prisoners, releasing just 392 people, 
of which 286 were released to house arrest 
with charges still pending; 

Whereas Nicaragua’s Civic Alliance for 
Justice and Democracy alleges that there re-
main over 150 political prisoners held in Nic-
araguan prisons as of November 29, 2019; 

Whereas a United States citizen and Navy 
veteran, 57-year-old Eddy Montes, was shot 
and killed while in the custody of the Nica-
raguan police at La Modelo Prison on May 
16, 2019; 

Whereas the Government of Nicaragua has 
failed in its national response to prevent the 
spread and transmission of COVID–19, includ-
ing through its refusal to implement COVID–19 
precautions or allow widespread testing for local 
transmission; 

Whereas, on May 8, 2020, according to Am-
nesty International, over a dozen people who re-
main in detention after being arrested for par-
ticipating in the 2018 protests have now dem-
onstrated symptoms consistent with COVID–19; 

Whereas the government of Daniel Ortega 
has severely restricted freedom of the press 
by closing five local television stations, at-
tacking independent radio stations, arbi-
trarily detaining journalists, and arbitrarily 
restricting print supplies from entering the 
country; 

Whereas, beginning on November 14, 2019, 
Nicaraguan police conducted attacks on 
churches throughout the country, cut water 
to hunger strikers barricaded inside a church 
in Masaya, and arrested 13 people attempting 
to bring them water; 

Whereas doctors, lawyers, academics, and 
other professionals in Nicaragua face perse-
cution and, in some cases torture, based on 
suspicion of aiding or sympathizing with 
protestors; 

Whereas the Ortega regime has violated 
the economic and political rights of indige-
nous communities, Afro-descendent popu-
lations, rural campesinos, land rights defend-
ers, and individuals living in the Caribbean 
Autonomous Regions of Nicaragua; 

Whereas, on November 27, 2018, Executive 
Order 13851 was issued, which blocks the 
property of certain persons involved in the 
Nicaraguan crisis, and its application was 
expanded by the Office of Foreign Asset Con-
trol of the Department of the Treasury on 
September 4, 2019; 

Whereas the bipartisan Nicaragua Human 
Rights and Anticorruption Act of 2018 (Pub-
lic Law 115–335; commonly referred to as the 
‘‘NICA Act’’) was signed into law on Decem-
ber 20, 2018, imposing restrictions on lending 
to the Nicaraguan government by inter-
national financial institutions and requiring 
the President to sanction non-United States 
persons implicated in egregious human 
rights abuses and corruption in Nicaragua; 

Whereas the NICA Act expresses the sup-
port of Congress for a negotiated solution to 
the Nicaraguan crisis and includes an annual 
certification to waive sanctions if the Ortega 
government takes steps to restore demo-
cratic governance and uphold human rights; 

Whereas, in the absence of such steps, the 
Department of State and the Department of 
the Treasury have imposed targeted sanc-
tions on Nicaraguan officials and entities, 
including First Lady and Vice President 

Rosario Murillo, Daniel Ortega’s sons, Rafael 
Ortega Murillo and Laureano Ortega Murillo, 
and Nicaragua’s Banco Corporativo 
(Bancorp); 

Whereas, in June 2019, the Government of 
Canada imposed sanctions on 12 members of 
the Government of Nicaragua engaged in 
gross and systemic human rights violations; 
and 

Whereas, in advance of any future election, 
the Government of Nicaragua urgently needs 
to undertake electoral reforms, including 
the appointment of independent new mag-
istrates to the Supreme Electoral Council, 
the restoration of a 50 percent plus one 
threshold for the presidential election, the 
establishment of a second round of voting if 
the electoral threshold is not reached, the 
establishment of a detailed electoral cal-
endar, and stronger observation by political 
parties: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) calls on the Government of Nicaragua 

to immediately release all political prisoners 
without conditions and cease all acts of vio-
lence, repression, and intimidation against 
dissenting voices in Nicaragua; 

(2) urges the Ortega government to respect 
Nicaraguans’ constitutional rights and im-
plement the electoral reforms mentioned 
above in order to permit the holding of free, 
fair, and transparent elections; 

(3) encourages the United States Govern-
ment to align United States sanctions with 
diplomatic efforts to advance electoral re-
forms that could lead to free, fair, and trans-
parent elections in Nicaragua; 

(4) expresses full support for the people of 
Nicaragua, Nicaraguan independent media, 
and Nicaraguan civil society organizations 
that are working for a peaceful return to 
democratic order in Nicaragua; 

(5) supports the efforts of the United 
States Government to apply pressure on the 
Ortega government in order to hold account-
able those actors involved in human rights 
abuses, acts of significant corruption, and 
the undermining of democratic institutions 
in Nicaragua; 

(6) urges the international community to 
hold the Ortega government accountable for 
human rights abuses and to restrict its ac-
cess to foreign financing unless or until it al-
lows for free, fair, and transparent elections 
monitored by credible international and 
local electoral øobservers; and¿ observers; 

(7) urges the United States Government to 
investigate and hold accountable those re-
sponsible for the death of Eddy Montes, a 
United States citizen and Navy veteran, who 
was shot and killed while in the custody of 
the Nicaraguan police at La Modelo Prison 
on May 16, ø2019.¿ 2019; and 

(8) urges the Ortega government to implement 
measures consistent with public health guidance 
to limit the spread of coronavirus in Nicaragua. 

Mr. GARDNER. I ask unanimous con-
sent that the committee-reported 
amendments to the resolution be 
agreed to; that the resolution, as 
amended, be agreed to; that the pre-
amble, as amended, be agreed to; and 
that the motions to reconsider be con-
sidered made and laid upon the table. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The committee-reported amendments 
were agreed to. 

The resolution (S. Res. 525), as 
amended, was agreed to. 

The committee-reported amendment 
to the preamble was agreed to. 

The preamble, as amended, was 
agreed to. 

The resolution, as amended, with its 
preamble, as amended, reads as follows: 

S. RES. 525 

Whereas the government of Daniel Ortega 
has concentrated power and brought about 
the progressive deterioration of democratic 
conditions in Nicaragua; 

Whereas recent elections in Nicaragua, in-
cluding the 2016 presidential election, have 
been marred by irregularities and character-
ized by significant restrictions on the par-
ticipation of opposition political parties and 
the absence of credible international and 
local electoral observers; 

Whereas Nicaraguan security forces, para-
military, police, and other actors working 
under the direction of the Ortega regime 
committed gross violations of human rights 
and acts of repression, resulting in more 
than 325 deaths, over 2,000 injuries, and at 
least 800 arbitrary detentions during the 
peaceful protests that took place in 2018, ac-
cording to the Organization of American 
States; 

Whereas a report by the Interdisciplinary 
Group of Independent Experts, appointed by 
the Organization of American States Inter- 
American Commission on Human Rights, de-
termined that the Ortega regime used delib-
erate, lethal force against protesters and 
committed acts of torture that meet the 
international legal standard of crimes 
against humanity; 

Whereas an estimated 82,000 Nicaraguans 
fled the country between April 2018 and Octo-
ber 2019, according to the United Nations 
High Commissioner for Refugees; 

Whereas the Government and people of 
Costa Rica have graciously accepted nearly 
70,000 Nicaraguans, including enrolling chil-
dren in public primary schools, allowing ac-
cess to legal employment, and making ef-
forts to strengthen the capacity of Costa 
Rica’s asylum system; 

Whereas the Ortega government failed to 
comply with its commitment to release all 
political prisoners, releasing just 392 people, 
of which 286 were released to house arrest 
with charges still pending; 

Whereas Nicaragua’s Civic Alliance for 
Justice and Democracy alleges that there re-
main over 150 political prisoners held in Nic-
araguan prisons as of November 29, 2019; 

Whereas a United States citizen and Navy 
veteran, 57-year-old Eddy Montes, was shot 
and killed while in the custody of the Nica-
raguan police at La Modelo Prison on May 
16, 2019; 

Whereas the Government of Nicaragua has 
failed in its national response to prevent the 
spread and transmission of COVID–19, includ-
ing through its refusal to implement COVID– 
19 precautions or allow widespread testing 
for local transmission; 

Whereas, on May 8, 2020, according to Am-
nesty International, over a dozen people who 
remain in detention after being arrested for 
participating in the 2018 protests have now 
demonstrated symptoms consistent with 
COVID–19; 

Whereas the government of Daniel Ortega 
has severely restricted freedom of the press 
by closing five local television stations, at-
tacking independent radio stations, arbi-
trarily detaining journalists, and arbitrarily 
restricting print supplies from entering the 
country; 

Whereas, beginning on November 14, 2019, 
Nicaraguan police conducted attacks on 
churches throughout the country, cut water 
to hunger strikers barricaded inside a church 
in Masaya, and arrested 13 people attempting 
to bring them water; 

Whereas doctors, lawyers, academics, and 
other professionals in Nicaragua face perse-
cution and, in some cases torture, based on 
suspicion of aiding or sympathizing with 
protestors; 
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Whereas the Ortega regime has violated 

the economic and political rights of indige-
nous communities, Afro-descendent popu-
lations, rural campesinos, land rights defend-
ers, and individuals living in the Caribbean 
Autonomous Regions of Nicaragua; 

Whereas, on November 27, 2018, Executive 
Order 13851 was issued, which blocks the 
property of certain persons involved in the 
Nicaraguan crisis, and its application was 
expanded by the Office of Foreign Asset Con-
trol of the Department of the Treasury on 
September 4, 2019; 

Whereas the bipartisan Nicaragua Human 
Rights and Anticorruption Act of 2018 (Pub-
lic Law 115–335; commonly referred to as the 
‘‘NICA Act’’) was signed into law on Decem-
ber 20, 2018, imposing restrictions on lending 
to the Nicaraguan government by inter-
national financial institutions and requiring 
the President to sanction non-United States 
persons implicated in egregious human 
rights abuses and corruption in Nicaragua; 

Whereas the NICA Act expresses the sup-
port of Congress for a negotiated solution to 
the Nicaraguan crisis and includes an annual 
certification to waive sanctions if the Ortega 
government takes steps to restore demo-
cratic governance and uphold human rights; 

Whereas, in the absence of such steps, the 
Department of State and the Department of 
the Treasury have imposed targeted sanc-
tions on Nicaraguan officials and entities, 
including First Lady and Vice President 
Rosario Murillo, Daniel Ortega’s sons, Rafael 
Ortega Murillo and Laureano Ortega Murillo, 
and Nicaragua’s Banco Corporativo 
(Bancorp); 

Whereas, in June 2019, the Government of 
Canada imposed sanctions on 12 members of 
the Government of Nicaragua engaged in 
gross and systemic human rights violations; 
and 

Whereas, in advance of any future election, 
the Government of Nicaragua urgently needs 
to undertake electoral reforms, including 
the appointment of independent new mag-
istrates to the Supreme Electoral Council, 
the restoration of a 50 percent plus one 
threshold for the presidential election, the 
establishment of a second round of voting if 
the electoral threshold is not reached, the 
establishment of a detailed electoral cal-
endar, and stronger observation by political 
parties: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) calls on the Government of Nicaragua 

to immediately release all political prisoners 
without conditions and cease all acts of vio-
lence, repression, and intimidation against 
dissenting voices in Nicaragua; 

(2) urges the Ortega government to respect 
Nicaraguans’ constitutional rights and im-
plement the electoral reforms mentioned 
above in order to permit the holding of free, 
fair, and transparent elections; 

(3) encourages the United States Govern-
ment to align United States sanctions with 
diplomatic efforts to advance electoral re-
forms that could lead to free, fair, and trans-
parent elections in Nicaragua; 

(4) expresses full support for the people of 
Nicaragua, Nicaraguan independent media, 
and Nicaraguan civil society organizations 
that are working for a peaceful return to 
democratic order in Nicaragua; 

(5) supports the efforts of the United 
States Government to apply pressure on the 
Ortega government in order to hold account-
able those actors involved in human rights 
abuses, acts of significant corruption, and 
the undermining of democratic institutions 
in Nicaragua; 

(6) urges the international community to 
hold the Ortega government accountable for 
human rights abuses and to restrict its ac-
cess to foreign financing unless or until it al-
lows for free, fair, and transparent elections 

monitored by credible international and 
local electoral observers; 

(7) urges the United States Government to 
investigate and hold accountable those re-
sponsible for the death of Eddy Montes, a 
United States citizen and Navy veteran, who 
was shot and killed while in the custody of 
the Nicaraguan police at La Modelo Prison 
on May 16, 2019; and 

(8) urges the Ortega government to imple-
ment measures consistent with public health 
guidance to limit the spread of coronavirus 
in Nicaragua. 

f 

SUPPORTING THE GOALS OF 
INTERNATIONAL WOMEN’S DAY 

Mr. GARDNER. Madam President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to the consideration of Cal-
endar No. 472, S. Res. 533. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the resolution by 
title. 

The bill clerk read as follows: 
A resolution (S. Res. 533) supporting the 

goals of International Women’s Day. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. There 
being no objection, the Senate pro-
ceeded to consider the resolution, 
which had been reported from the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations, with an 
amendment to strike all after the re-
solving clause and insert the part 
printed in italic, and with an amend-
ment to strike the preamble and insert 
the part printed in italic, as follows: 

S. RES. 533 

Whereas, as of March 2020, there are approxi-
mately 3,764,000,000 women and girls in the 
world; 

Whereas women and girls around the world— 
(1) have fundamental human rights; 
(2) play a critical role in providing and caring 

for their families and driving positive change in 
their communities; 

(3) contribute substantially to food security, 
economic growth, the prevention and resolution 
of conflict, and the sustainability of peace and 
stability; and 

(4) must have meaningful opportunities to 
more fully participate in and lead the political, 
social, and economic lives of their communities; 

Whereas the advancement and empowerment 
of women and girls around the world is a for-
eign policy priority for the United States and is 
critical to the achievement of global peace and 
prosperity; 

Whereas 2020 marks the anniversary of sig-
nificant milestones toward advancing the 
human rights and equality of women and girls, 
including— 

(1) the 100th anniversary of women’s suffrage 
in the United States; and 

(2) the 20th anniversary of the Women, Peace, 
and Security Agenda, which was established 
through the unanimous adoption of United Na-
tions Security Council Resolution 1325 in Octo-
ber 2000; 

Whereas the National Security Strategy of the 
United States, published in December 2017— 

(1) declares that ‘‘[s]ocieties that empower 
women to participate fully in civic and economic 
life are more prosperous and peaceful’’; 

(2) supports ‘‘efforts to advance women’s 
equality, protect the rights of women and girls, 
and promote women and youth empowerment 
programs’’; and 

(3) recognizes that ‘‘governments that fail to 
treat women equally do not allow their societies 
to reach their potential’’; 

Whereas, on October 6, 2017, the Women, 
Peace, and Security Act of 2017 (22 U.S.C. 2152j 
et seq.) was enacted into law, which includes re-

quirements for a government-wide ‘‘Women, 
Peace, and Security Strategy’’ to promote and 
strengthen the participation of women in peace 
negotiations and conflict prevention overseas, 
enhanced training for relevant United States 
Government personnel, and follow-up evalua-
tions of the effectiveness of the strategy; 

Whereas the United States Strategy on 
Women, Peace, and Security, dated June 2019, 
recognizes that— 

(1) the ‘‘[s]ocial and political marginalization 
of women strongly correlates with the likelihood 
that a country will experience conflict’’; 

(2) there is a ‘‘tremendous amount of un-
tapped potential among the world’s women and 
girls to identify, recommend, and implement ef-
fective solutions to conflict’’, and there are 
‘‘benefits derived from creating opportunities for 
women and girls to serve as agents of peace via 
political, economic, and social empowerment’’; 
and 

(3) barriers to the meaningful participation of 
women and girls in conflict prevention and reso-
lution efforts ‘‘include under-representation in 
political leadership, pervasive violence against 
women and girls, and persistent inequality in 
many societies’’; 

Whereas, according to the United Nations En-
tity for Gender Equality and the Empowerment 
of Women (commonly referred to as ‘‘UN 
Women’’), peace negotiations are more likely to 
end in a peace agreement when women and 
women’s groups play a meaningful role in the 
negotiation process; 

Whereas, according to a study by the Inter-
national Peace Institute, a peace agreement is 
35 percent more likely to last at least 15 years if 
women participate in the development of the 
peace agreement; 

Whereas there are 83 national action plans re-
lating to the empowerment of women around the 
world, 11 regional action plans, and at least 9 
additional national action plans in develop-
ment; 

Whereas the joint strategy of the Department 
of State and the United States Agency for Inter-
national Development (USAID) entitled ‘‘De-
partment of State & USAID Joint Strategy on 
Countering Violent Extremism’’ and dated May 
2016— 

(1) notes that women can play a critical role 
in identifying and addressing drivers of violent 
extremism in their families, communities, and 
broader society; and 

(2) commits to supporting programs that en-
gage women ‘‘as key stakeholders in preventing 
and countering violent extremism in their com-
munities’’; 

Whereas, according to the Bureau of Inter-
national Narcotics and Law Enforcement Af-
fairs of the Department of State, the full and 
meaningful participation of women in criminal 
justice professions and security forces vastly en-
hances the effectiveness of the security forces; 

Whereas, despite the contributions of women 
to society, hundreds of millions of women and 
girls around the world continue to be denied the 
right to participate freely in civic and economic 
life, lack fundamental legal protections, and re-
main vulnerable to exploitation and abuse; 

Whereas, every year, approximately 12,000,000 
girls are married before they reach the age of 18, 
which means that— 

(1) nearly 33,000 girls are married every day; 
or 

(2) nearly 23 girls are married every minute; 
Whereas, despite global progress, it is pre-

dicted that by 2030 more than 150,000,000 more 
girls will marry before reaching the age of 18, 
and approximately 2,400,000 girls who are mar-
ried before reaching the age of 18 are under the 
age of 15; 

Whereas girls living in countries affected by 
conflict or other humanitarian crises are often 
the most vulnerable to child marriage, and 9 of 
the 10 countries with the highest rates of child 
marriage are considered fragile or extremely 
fragile; 
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